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The Rt. Hon. G. H. Roberts, formerly Minister
of Labour, advocates the workshop committees.
He says (and he was once a worker himself):
"It is essential that the owners should sit on the
committees, for after all the primary purpose is to
promote a better understanding. I realize that there
may be difficulties at first, and that workpeople may
be unwilling to speak frankly in the presence of
their employers. There is no reason why they
should not first meet separately. Much of the *
industrial unrest which prevailed before the war
and during the war had its origin in what, viewed
dispassionately, were trivial things, which could
easily be remedied if there were a tribunal ready at
hand to deal with them. The immunity of strikes
in the printing trade may be attributed to the fact
that by the existence of the " chapel," as it was
termed, close personal contact was maintained with
the workers and those in authority. We must recog-
nize that workmen claim, and have a right to claim,
a fair share of the prosperity they help to create, and
a voice in the conditions under which they labour.
I want workmen to take an active interest in the
welfare of their firm, to make suggestions how the
quality of the product on which they are engaged